James Chapter 2

James 2:1, "My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons."

Verse 1:  What are we commanded against?

......................................................................................................................................................

Note:  In this verse the Apostle James refers to the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lord of glory.  Pause and think of this glory for a while.  Read Hebrews 1:3.  The Lord Jesus Christ is "the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high..."    The brightness here is a "flood of resplendent light or radiance".  The word here is an outshining not a reflection and the phrase express image refers to the exact representation of God's essence or nature.

James 2: 2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 

3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:
Verses 2 & 3:  Describe the example on partiality given in these two verses.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?

Verse 4:  Note:  James says, "Are you not then partial in yourselves?"  In other words, "Are you not discriminating among yourselves?  And are you not become judges of evil thoughts which can be translated as judges judging with evil thoughts?

James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

Verses 3,4 & 5:  Give 2 reasons why the behaviour of having partiality is wrong.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 5:  Why are the poor likely to participate in the glory of God?  Read Rev 2: 8-9  and Rev 3:14-17
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?  

7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?
Verses 6&7:  Why were the Jewish Christians very wrong in favouring the rich?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.

Verse 9:  Why is it wrong to favour the rich and discriminate against the poor?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:

Verse 8:  Are we then to favour the poor and discriminate against the rich?  (Royal law:  God's law is royal, because it is the law of the King of Kings)

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.

Verse 9:  What happens if we are guilty of having respect to persons?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.  11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
Verses 10&11:  What does it tantamount to if we but break one point of God's law eg practise partiality?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty
Verse 12:  So what should our actions and words be in regards to the law of liberty?  How shall believers be judged by this law?  

Note:  The law of liberty is also the law of the Gospel.  It, in fact, is the Gospel.  It sets us free from the slavish regard for the things of the world and for man.  It sets us free from the fear of man and so sets us free from the sin of showing partiality.  This is the law that not only restrains but rather more so it is the law that guards and guides.  It is lamp unto our feet and light unto our path.  It is not a law that says, "Thou shalt not" but rather it is a law that says, "Thou shalt".   For example, it says, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

James 2: 13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.
Verse 13:  Knowing that 'he shall have judgement without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgement',  how merciful ought we to be?  To whom should we show mercy?  Discuss.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Note:  Verse 13 says, ".... mercy rejoiceth against judgement."  That is,  mercy shall triumph over judgement.  When the Lord returns, perfect justice will be meted out.  It will condemn men to the utmost of the penalty of God's laws, yet God will cause His mercy to triumph over judgement.  He will be merciful.  He will bring into His glory those who have been forgiven and who manifest that they have tasted of God's mercy by being merciful to others.


Verse 14:  Read  1 Cor 3:10-15  to discuss 'good works'.

What is the foundation of our 'good works'?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

How do you know that the 'good works' here do not refer to working for our salvation?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

How many kinds of works are there?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Personal:  When the law of liberty is applied to us before the Judgment Seat of Christ, how will we stand up?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
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